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5S  Newsletter Semester 1 Term 2
Dear Parents/Guardians
Welcome back to school.  I hope you all have had an enjoyable holiday. We have a great program organised for the students this term. Gabi Fisher a final year teaching student from UTS will be working with the class for the first three weeks of this term and for four weeks in August.  A warm welcome to our new student Claudia Ivanov and her family.
Literacy
Reading groups are on Monday- Thursday from 10:20 to 11:10.  Groups will rotate through a variety of different activities including; guided reading, independent reading, grammar and comprehension activities.

Writing this term will focus on information reports, description and narrative.  These will be closely linked to our HSIE work.
Spelling

Each spelling group has a different list of words which can also include extension words and vocabulary from other subjects that we are studying. Our weekly plan for spelling will be:

· Monday - pre-test and looking at spelling rules.
· Tuesday-Wednesday– spelling games and challenges. Spelling will also be included as homework
· Friday  - Spelling dictation to test the students knowledge of words learnt during the week.
Talking and Listening
This term students will be taking part in the Multicultural Public Speaking Competition.  This competition is for all students in Years 3-6 and the general theme is Multiculturalism.  Students write a speech on one of the listed topics. A separate note giving all the details was sent out in week 1. Titles are also on the class blog. The competition is a wonderful way for children to gain confidence in preparing and delivering a speech in front of their peers.
Maths

Maths groups cover all of the strands of mathematics including number, space and geometry, measurement and patterns and algebra. These groups also provide opportunities for hands on learning, cooperative group work and problem solving. Students will continue be involved MoneySmart maths activities and games to help reinforce number work. Students will continue with the Times Table Challenge to practise their multiplication tables.
HSIE
This term students will be developing their knowledge and understanding of the history of Australia particularly focusing on the Gold Rush era. This includes exploring this period of history through literature, diaries and the Gold Rush simulation game. 
Creative and Practical Arts
Our Creative and Practical Arts program includes music, drama, and visual arts which are linked to the literacy and HSIE activities

Crunch and Sip (Fruit Break)
Students will stop for a short fruit break each morning at 10.10 am during our transition time from maths to literacy.  I encourage all students to bring in a piece of fruit each day.

Sport 

Students are required to wear their sports uniform on Tuesdays and Fridays each week. PSSA teams for netball and soccer have been selected. The competition begins in Week 3 on Friday 17th May. Information about PSSA sport training and draws will be sent out shortly and published on the school website. 
Library 

Our class library time this term is on Thursday. I encourage all students to borrow each week from the wonderful range of books in the school library. 
French

Students will continue their French lessons with Mrs. Smith learning about French language and culture.

Music

Music with Mrs. Cippolone will continue this term on Thursday afternoons. Students will continue to develop musical literacy skills and participate in a variety of tasks involving performance and listening.
Computer Technology

Using computers is integrated into all areas of the curriculum. This term students will complete their Kodu game and create digital art work. Students will send two sessions a week in the computer room.

NAPLAN

NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy) takes places this term from the 14th – 16th May. For further information about the NAPLAN, advice and helpful tips please visit the following website: http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/learning/7-12assessments/naplan/parents/index.php If you have any questions about NAPLAN please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Hill End

Year 5 and 6 Students will be travelling to Hill End in Week 4; 20th–22nd May as part of their ‘Gold’ unit. Details of the trip were sent out in a separate note.    

Absences

Please send in notes for full day and partial absences immediately on returning to school.  Any extended absences for holidays whereby your child will be away from school for at least 15 school days needs to be applied for well before leaving.  Permission is required from the Department of Education to grant exemptions from school.

Punctuality

School starts at 9:10 am. Late arrivals need to be recorded at the office before the child joins the class.
Uniform

Please remember to adhere to the school uniform rules. If there are reasons for not having your uniform please send a note explaining why.

Homework

Homework will be given out on Monday.  Please ensure your child is doing their homework to the best of their ability and bringing it in every Friday
.
Please make sure your child has this equipment. Some children are still coming to school without the basic equipment needed.

· 30cm ruler

· 2 standard HB pencils

· 2 white erasers

· Small scissors

· 1 glue stick

· sharpener (barrel style)

· coloured pencils

· textas  ( small selection for special work)

· a regular pencil case

· compass
· calculator

Students will notify you when items run out so they can be replaced.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or wish to discuss anything that is of concern. If you are unable to speak to me personally, you can send a note, leave a telephone message or email me at sarah.swift@det.nsw.edu.au
Regards
Sarah Swift
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